If You Love God ,You will Love your Neighbor; If You Love your Neighbor, You will Love God

Surely everyone knows that human beings are
social creatures and for that reason are not made
for a solitary and uncivilized life. Nothing is bet-
ter suited to our nature than to have continual
relationships to seek one another out and to love
one’s own kind. The Lord asks no more than the
fruit of the seed He has implanted in us,when He
says: “A new commandment I give to you, that
you love one another.” (John 13:34) To lead us
to obey this precept He does not want the badge
of recognition of disciples to consist in miracles.
Rather He asserts: “By this all will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John
13:35) And between the commandment to love
God and the commandment to love your neigh-
bor, He has established so close a bond that He
takes as done to Himself anything done to our
brothers or sisters. He says: “I was thirsty and

you gave me drink.” (Matt. 25:35) And He adds:
“As you did it to one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me.” (Matt. 25:40) The
keeping of the first commandment includes the
keeping of the second, and in the fulfillment of
the second the first is fulfilled. Whoever loves
God loves his neighbor. The Lord says: “Anyone
who loves me will keep my word” (John 14:23)
and “This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
So then, whoever loves his neighbor loves God,
and God reckons our unity with our brothers
and sisters is unity with Him. One is reminded
of Moses. He loved his brothers and sisters so
much that he asked to be blotted out of the book
of the living if the people did not receive forgive-
ness of their sins. (Exod. 32:32).
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