SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY, OF THE ANCESTORS

The Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ

Come, then, let us observe the Feast! Truly
wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Na-
tivity. For this day the ancient slavery is end-
ed, the devil confounded, the demons take to
flight, the power of death is broken, paradise
is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin is
removed from us, error driven out, truth has
been brought back, the speech of kindliness
diffused, and spreads on every side, a heav-
enly way of life has been implanted on the
earth, angels communicate with men without
fear, and men now hold speech with angels.

Why is this? Because God is now on earth,
and man in heaven; on every side all things
commingle. He became Flesh. He did not
become God. He was God. Wherefore He
became flesh, so that He Whom heaven did

not contain, a manger would this day receive.
He was placed in a manger, so that He, by
whom all things are nourished, may receive
an infant’s food from His Virgin Mother.
So, the Father of all ages, as an infant at the
breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that the
Magi may more easily see Him. Since this
day the Magi too have come, and made a
beginning of withstanding tyranny; and the
heavens give glory, as the Lord is revealed by
a star.

To Him, then, Who out of confusion has
wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the Father,
and to the Holy Ghost, we offer all praise,
now and forever. Amen.

8t. John Chrysostom

Icon of the Nativity of Our Lord - December 25th

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service -- PO Box 3909 -- Fairfax, VA 22038-3909

www.ecbulletin.com Ph: 703-691-8862 Fax: 703-691-0513




